
WHAT WILL YOUR 
CHILD LEARN? 

Grade Level Expectations 
In 5th grade, your child will read widely and deeply 
from a range of high-quality, increasingly challeng-
ing fiction and nonfiction from diverse cultures and 
time periods. Building knowledge about subjects 
through research projects and responding analyti-
cally to literary and informational sources will be 
key to your child’s continuing success. Your child 
will write stories or essays that are several para-
graphs long. By devoting significant time and effort 
to producing numerous written pieces over short 
and extended time frames throughout the year, he 
or she also will gain control over many conventions 
of grammar, usage, and punctuation as well as 
learn ways to make himself or herself understood.

A Sample of What Your Child Will 
Be Working on in Fifth Grade 

 Summarizing the key details of stories, dra-
mas, poems, and nonfiction materials, includ-
ing their themes or main ideas

 Identifying and judging evidence that supports
particular ideas in an author’s argument to
change a reader’s point of view

 Integrating information from several print and
digital sources to answer questions and solve
problems

 Writing opinions that offer reasoned arguments
and provide facts and examples that are logi-
cally grouped to support the writer’s point of
view

 Writing stories, real or imaginary, that unfold
naturally and developing the plot with dialogue,
description, and effective pacing of the action

 Coming to classroom discussions prepared,
then engaging fully and thoughtfully with others
(e.g., contributing accurate, relevant infor-
mation; elaborating on the remarks of others;
synthesizing ideas)

 Reporting on a topic or presenting an opinion
with his or her own words, a logical sequence
of ideas sufficient facts and details, and formal
English when appropriate

 Expanding, combining, and reducing sentenc-
es to improve meaning, interest, and style of
writing

 Building knowledge of academic words with an
emphasis on those that signal a contrast in
ideas or logical relationships, such as on the
other hand, similarly, and therefore

 Producing writing on the computer

How can I help my child at home? 
Learning does not end in the classroom. Children need help and support at home 
to succeed in their studies. Try to create a quiet place for your child to study every 
day uninterrupted by friends, siblings, or other distractions. At home, you can play 
an important role in setting high expectations and supporting your child in meeting 
them.  You should also try to sit down with your child at least once a week for 15 
to 30 minutes while he or she is doing homework. This will keep you informed 
about what your child is working on. By taking small steps, you will be helping your 
child become successful both in and outside the classroom. 

 Invite your child to read his or her writing out loud to other family members.
Ask questions about your child’s word choices and ideas.

 Discuss your family stories and history. Encourage your child to ask relatives
questions about their lives. Put the information together in an album or brain-
storm different ways to tell family tales, such as poems or short stories.

 Go to a play or musical with your child. Discuss the way the actors bring the
words to life.

Fifth Grade 2017-2018 

District Resources 
English Language Arts Website 

LAFS Task Cards       Author’s Purpose/Perspective 

Text Structures            Context Clues Chart 

Summary Frames          Topic/Main Idea/Theme 

Digital Links 
Ready: http://www.dadeschools.net/students.asp

C-Palms:  http://www.cpalms.org/Public/

Achieve the Core: http://achievethecore.org/ 

myON Reader: https://www.myon.com/login/ 

Sunshine State Young Reader Award Program: http://
www.floridamedia.org/?page=ssyrahome 

M-DCPS, Office of Academics and Transformation, English Language Arts Elementary, 2017-2018 

 Information provided by: 
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Literary Informational 


Category 1: Key Ideas and Details 
LAFS.RL.5.1.1 


 Evidence Standard 


 
 According to the passage, what made the ____ 


(garden) look ___? 


 Select two phrases from the passage that show that 
the main character is _ “(Excerpted phrase)”_. 


 Which sentence from the text shows that the main 
character feels ____ (uneasy) about _____ (his father) 
returning to ____ (another state)? 


 Part  A: 
How does the main character feel about ______ (his 
father returning to another state)? 
Part B: (Includes quotations from the text) 
Select phrases from the text that support the idea that 
the main character feels uneasy about (his father) 
(returning to another state).  


LAFS.RI.5.1.1  
Evidence Standard 


 


 What is the primary reason __________ is __________? 


 Select two phrases from the article that show that  _____ 
is ________________ 


 Which sentence from the text shows that ___ would most 
likely agree with the idea that ___ is better for ________? 


 Part  A: 
How would _____ most likely like to _______________? 
Part B: (Includes quotations from the text) 


 Which sentence from the text best supports your answer 
in Part A. 


 The title of Passage 2 calls ____    (Jefferson) a 
____________ (“food pioneer”). Select two sentences 
that support this description.  


LAFS.RL.5.1.2  
Theme 


 Select details from the text that support the theme that       
(insert the theme)   are part of ____. 


 What does this passage suggest about ________? 
 Part  A: 


How does the main character respond to ______? 
Part B: 
What does the main character's response reveal about 
the relationship between ____ and_____? (in Part A) 


 What does this passage suggest about _____?  Use 
details from the text to support your response. 


 Which statement correctly summarizes the passage? 


LAFS.RI.5.1.2 
 Two or More Main Ideas 


 
Part  A: 
What are the two main ideas presented in the article? 
 
Part B: 
Select two details from the text that support these ideas. 


 


 Which sentence best summarizes the article. 


 Which two sentences should be included in a summary of 
Passage 1? 


LAFS.RL.5.1.3  
 Compare/Contrast Elements of Story Structure 


 


 How do Character A and Character C respond when 
Character B admits to ___ (the class) that ___ (her 
family) is not true? 


 Part  A: 
Character B admits to___ that ___.  How are the 
responses of Characters A and C similar? 
Part B: 
Select two sentences from the text that support your 
answer in Part A. 


 Compare and contrast how Character A feels about 
Character B after different events in the passage. 


 Part  A:  
How does hearing Character B ___ make Character A 
feel about Character B? 
Part B:  
How does Character A feel toward Character B after 
admitting that ____? 


 


LAFS.RI.5.1.3 
 Relationships/Interactions 


 


 Which event ______ (from ___s’ childhood) influenced 
their eventual success?  (Biography) 


 The author of Article A states that ____ was inspired by 
others, just as “(Excerpt from text)”.  


 Part  A:  
Which details from the texts reveal who or what inspired 
________? 
Part B:  
Which details from the texts reveal how ____ inspired 
others?  


 Explain how ______'s ability to _________ ("bounce 
back" from setbacks) influenced his life.  Use at least two 
details from the text in your response. 
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Literary Informational 


Category 2: Craft and Structure 
LAFS.RL.5.2.4  


Literal and Non Literal  Meaning of Words, 


LAFS.L3.4 
Multiple Meaning Words , Context Clues, Greek and 


Latin Affixes and Roots 


LAFS.L3.5 
Figurative Language, Common Idioms, Adages, 
Proverbs, Synonyms, Antonyms, Homographs 


 


 What does the word ___________ mean as it is used 
in Paragraph (#)? 


 Read the following sentence. 
 
(Excerpt from text contains figurative language) 
 
What does the author reveal with this sentence? 


 Read these sentences from the passage. 
 


(Excerpt from text) 
 


What does the phrase______________ suggest about 
the impact of Character B’s _______ on Character A? 


 Read these sentences from the passage. 
 


(Excerpt from text) 
 


 Part  A:  
What does Character A mean when he says 
_______?  
Part B:  
What does this phrase suggest about Character B's 
____?  


LAFS.RI.5.2.4 
General Academic & Domain-Specific  


Words and Phrases 


LAFS.L3.4 
Multiple Meaning Words , Context Clues,  


Greek and Latin Affixes and Roots 


LAFS.L3.5 
Figurative Language, Common Idioms, Adages, 
Proverbs, Synonyms, Antonyms, Homographs 


 


 Select the word or phrase from the paragraph that helps 
the reader understand the meaning of the word____? 


 


 Read the sentence from the text. 
 


(Excerpt from text) 
 


 Part A:   
What does the phrase _____ mean?  


 


Part B:   
Select phrases from the text that reveal the meaning of 
__________________. 


 


 What does the phrase suggest about the ___________? 
 What does ____________________ mean as it is used 


in paragraph __________? 


LAFS.5.RL.2.5 
Overall Structure of a Story, Drama, or Poem 


 


 How does the author prepare the reader for the rest of 
the passage in paragraphs 1 and 2? 


 


 How do the events in paragraphs ________ contribute 
to the reader’s understanding of Character A’s feelings 
toward Character B? 


 


 Part A:   
How do paragraphs ________ and _________ 
contribute to overall development of the main character?    
 
 


Part B:  
Select details from each paragraph to support your 
response. 


 
 


 


LAFS.RI.5.2.5 
 Compare and Contrast Text Structures in Two or More 


Informational Texts 
 


(Not asked about only one text) 
 


 The two texts present information about _____ in different 
ways.  
Part A:   


   What is the overall structure of Article A?  
   Part B:   
   What is the overall structure of Article B? 


 Part A:    
   How is the structure of Article A different from that of  
   Article B?       
   Part B:   
   Select a detail from each text that demonstrates this  
   difference. 


 Part A:    
   What information in Article A helps the reader understand  
   the overall structure? 
   Part B:   
   What information in Article B helps the reader understand  
   the overall structure? 
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LAFS.5.RL.2.6 
 Narrator’s or Speaker’s Point of View Influence 


 


(Not exclusively asked to identify the speaker of 
narrator's point of view.) 


 
 What does the reader know about the main character 


because the story is told from his point of view? 
 


 Part A: 
From whose perspective is the story told? 
 


Part B: 
How does this affect what the reader knows about the 
personality of Character B? 
 


 Part A: 
How does the narrator of the story help the reader 
understand Character B's personality? 
 


Part B: 
Select the details from the text that support your 
response in Part A. 
 


 How does the speaker/narrator's point of view influence 
the description of events?   
 


 Explain how the narrator’s point of view affects how 
events are described using details from the text. 
. 
 


LAFS.RI.5.2.6 
 Analyze Similarities & Differences In The Point of View 


of Two or More Texts. 


 
 What information does the reader learn from Article A that 


is not included in Article B? 
 


 Both authors reference _____’s quotation, “(Excerpted 
text)".    
What do the authors suggest about _____ by using this 
quotation? 
 


 How does the point of view impact what the reader learns 
about the ______ in each text? 
 


 Part A:    
How does point of view affect what the reader learns 
about _____ in each text?  
 


Part B:   
Select a sentence from each article that supports your 
response. 
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Literary Informational 


Category 3: Integration of Ideas 
LAFS.5.RL.3.7 


 Visual and Multimedia Elements Contributions to 
Meaning, Tone & Beauty 


 


 How does the picture of the _____ support the author's 
message? 


 


 Explain how the image of the ____ helps convey the 
meaning of the passage. 


 Part A: 
What is the tone of the passage? 


 


Part B: 
How does the picture help to convey this tone? 


 


 Which sentence best summarizes the presentation? 


LAFS.5.RI.3.7 
 Information from Multiple Print or Digital Sources 


 


 Which sentence best summarizes the presentation? 
 


 Part A: 
Select the statement that best describes the speaker's 
claim. 


 


Part B: 
Select the evidence that the speaker uses to support the 
claim. 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 


N/A 


LAFS.5.RI.3.8 
Explanation  of Particular Points in a Text 


 


(Not exclusively asked to identify points made by the 
author) 
 


 What evidence does the author use to support the ideas 
that students should ________? 


 


 Describe the reasons the author provides to support the 
idea that _____ (students should not____). Use at least 
two details from the text in your response. 


 Part A: 
How does the author use similar evidence to support 
opposing viewpoints in the text? 


 


Part B: 
Select a phrase of sentence from each viewpoint to 
support your answer. 


LAFS.5.RL.3.9 
Compare/Contrast Stories in the Same Genre on 


Approaches to Similar Themes and Topics. 
 


(Not simply asked to identify common theme or topic) 
 


 In both passages, the characters discover places that 
have a powerful impact on them. 
Part A: 
Select a line for Passage A that demonstrates the 
impact of _______. 
Part B: 
Select a line from Passage B that demonstrates the 
impact of the _______. 


 In both passages, the characters discover places that 
they can call their own. 
Part A: 
Select a line from Passage A that reveals what ____ 
represents to Character A and B. 
Part B: 
Select a line from Passage B that reveals what the ____ 
represents to the main character. 


LAFS.5.RI.3.9 
 Integrate Information from Several Texts on the 


 Same Topic 
 


 Based on the information in Article A, _____ would be a 
good addition to _____.   
 


 Part A:   
Select a sentence from Article A that supports the claim.  
 


Part B:   
Select a sentence from Article B that shows why this 
addition would be beneficial. 
 


 Based on the information in Article A, should 
____________ in Article B offer ________________? 


 What information about _______________ is included in 
both Passage 1 and Passage 2? 
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Context Clues Chart 


 
Below are the major types of context clues with an explanation and an example of each.  Please note that the terminology for the types 
varies from source to source.  Also remember that not all vocabulary is defined in context. 
 


Type of Clue Explanation Example 


Definition The unknown word is equated to a more familiar word 
or phrase usually a form of to be is used. 


Entomology is the study of insects. 


Restatement or 
Synonym 


The meaning is usually right after the unfamiliar word 
and often separated from the rest of the sentence with 
commas, dashes, or parenthesis; sometimes or, that 
is or  in other words is used. 


Meat eaters, that is carnivores, are at the top of the 
food chain. 
The goslings – those fuzzy baby geese – waddled 
after their mother. 
She enjoyed biology (the study of living things). 


Contrast or Antonym The unfamiliar word is shown to be different from or 
unlike another word and is often an opposite; but, 
however, although, otherwise, unless, instead, on the 
other hand, while, never, no, or not may be used to 
signal the contrast. 


Mike’s parrot was loquacious but 
Maria’s said very little. 


Comparison The unfamiliar word is shown to be the same as or 
like another word; too, like, as, similar to, or in the 
same way may be used as signals. 


My brother is enthralled by birds similar to the way 
that I am fascinated by insects. 


Examples The unfamiliar word is cleared-up by giving an 
example; for instance, such as, and for example may 
be used as signals. 


Thew archeologist found different amulets, such as a 
rabbit’s foor and bags of herbs, near the ancient altar. 


List or Series The unfamiliar word is included in a series of related 
words that gives an idea of the word’s meaning. 


North American predators include grizzly bears, 
pumas, wolves, and foxes. 


Cause and Effect The meaning of the unfamiliar word is signaled by and 
cause-and-effect relationship between ideas in the 
text. 


Due to the dearth of termintes, the aadvark starved to 
death. 


Description or 
Inference 


The meaning of an unfamiliar word can be inferred 
from the description of a situation or experience 


The monkey’s vociferous chatter made me wish I had 
earplugs. 
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MDCPS – Division of Language Arts/Reading, December 2010 


Author’s Purpose: Author’s Perspective: 


 
The author’s purpose is to _______________ (intent)  


 


 


 


 


__________________________________(main idea). 


Use the graphic organizer to determine the author’s feelings & attitude 


towards his subject: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Author’s feelings about 


______________________________ 


I can infer that the author would probably agree/disagree/think (circle 


one) that ___________________________________________________ 


 


 


__________________________________________________________ 


__________________________________________________________ 
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Understanding the Difference… 


 
 


 


Topic: Main Idea: Theme: 


What does TOPIC mean? 


 The subject of the story 


What does MAIN IDEA mean? 


 A few words on what the story is about 


(not as detailed as paraphrasing/retelling) 


 


What does THEME mean? 


 The central meaning or purpose to the 


story 


 A generalization about life 


Literary Example:                
(Based on: Cinderella) 


 


A slave girl/ princess 


 


Literary Example: 
(Based on: Cinderella) 


 


Slave girl 


 turns into a princess 


 through magic. 


Literary Example:  
(Based on: Cinderella) 


 


Kindness 


Perseverance 


Never giving up hope 


Informational Example: 
(Based on: Water, Water, Everywhere) 


 


Water Cycle 


Informational Example: 
(Based on: Water, Water, Everywhere) 


 


How the water cycle works 


Informational Example: 
(Based on: Water, Water, Everywhere) 


 


Weather 


 


Questions from TASK CARDS: 


 What topic is covered in the article? 


 What information does the author use 


to support the main topic of this article? 


 Explain the topic of this passage. 


Questions from TASK CARDS: 


 What is the MAIN IDEA of this 


story/passage/article? 


 What is the most important lesson ____ 


learns in the story/passage? 


 Why do you think this story/article has the 


title “____________”? 


 What would be another good title for this 


story? 


 Which sentence best tells what the passage is 


about? 


 What is the essential message in the 


story/article? 


 Which sentence from the article tells the 


author’s main message? 


Questions from TASK CARDS: 


 What is a positive result of ______ in 


the passage? 


 What is the best lesson that can be 


learned from this passage? 


 What is the theme of this passage? 
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One-Sentence Summary Frames for 


Common Text Structures 
 


Text Structure: 
 


Summary Frame: 
 


 


Description 


 


A __________ is a kind of ________ that … 


 


 


Compare/ 


Contrast 


 


_______x_______ and _______y_______ are 


similar in that they both…, but 


_____x______..., while _____y_______... 


 


 


Sequence 


 


_______________ begins with…, continues 


with…, and ends with… 


 


Problem/ 


Solution 


_____________ wanted…, but…, so… 
  OR 
______ because…, but…, so…. 


 


Cause/Effect 


_______________ happens because…  
  OR 


_______________ causes … 
 


Conclusion/Support 
(Opinion/Argument) 


__(Evidence/information)__ from the 


article supports the conclusion that... 
  OR 
The greatest benefit of _______ is… 
  OR 
________ is _________ because…. 
                                                                                                      


Adapted from CRISS by MDCPS – Department of English Language Arts, August 2014      
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                                                                      Text Structures in Informational Texts 
Text Pattern Definition Key Words Maps/Webs Examples of Texts Examples of 


Student Writing 
 
Description 
 
 


Descriptive details 
about 
characteristics, 
actions, etc. 


Descriptive adjectives and 
words like: on, over, beyond, 
within, behind, underneath, on 
the left/right, appears to be, as 
in, looks like 


                   The crocodile is the master of 
deception in water.  It stalks its prey 
and then swiftly closes in for the kill. 


Goose bumps make me 
shiver.  I get little bumps on 
my skin.  They look like 
sesame seeds. 


Problem/ 
Solution 
 
 
 


Sets up a problem 
and its solutions. 


propose, conclude, a solution, 
is resolved, result, the reason 
for, the problem or question, 
the effect, one idea 


 One problem to resolve in crocodile 
watching is transportation.  How can 
an observer get close enough… 


Goose bumps make me 
shiver.  But they disappear 
as soon as I cover up with a 
jacket or sweater. 


Time/ 
Chronological 
Order 
 
 


Gives information 
in order of 
occurrence 


first, second, third, later 
before, after, finally, now, then, 
next, earlier, during, 
afterwards, until, meanwhile, 
eventually, next week, 
tomorrow, today, immediately, 
initially, as soon as, following, 
preceding 


 
 
 


Archaeologists have helped us to 
understand that the evolution of the 
crocodile began with… 


Goose bumps make me 
shiver.  First I get cold.  
Then I shake all over. 


Comparison/ 
Contrast 


Looking at two or 
more items to 
establish simila-
rities/differences 


while, yet, but ,unlike rather, 
instead, on the other hand, 
although , even though, still, 
otherwise, as opposed to, 
like, similarly, likewise, 
same, both, as well as, in 
common 


 


The power of the crocodile is like that 
of a monstrous machine.  With one 
lunge it can…Compared to the 
alligator the crocodile… 


Some people get goose 
bumps from fear.  Others 
get goose bumps when they 
are touched emotionally. 


Cause/Effect 
 
 
 
 
 


Give 
reason/explanation 
for happening 


because, since, if then, due 
to, as a result, for this 
reason, on account of, 
consequently, in order to, 
effects of, is caused by, 
when…then, leads to 


 
Cause Effect 


 
 


 


  


We observed the crocodile as it 
stalked a raccoon…As a result of the 
noise we made, the rabbit bolted… 


Goose bumps make me 
shiver.  When the 
temperature drops below 45 
degrees, my skin crinkles 
into goose bumps… 


Argument/ 
Support 


States a position & 
supports it with 
data, emotional 
appeals, expertise, 
credibility, 
honesty, and 
urgency 


Almost, often, if-then, in 
most cases, maybe, might, 
probably, usually, according 
to, due to, consequently, as 
a result, 
when…then, leads to 


 
Position Support 


 
 


 


  


No longer on the endangered list, 
alligators are still in peril due to 
overbuilding.  Therefore to save the 
keystone of the wetland ecosystem, we 
must stop development and protect its 
habitat. 


If goose bumps occur only in 
mammals, then the term "goose 
bumps" is  misleading because a 
plucked goose technically does 
not qualify. Maybe they should 
be called “Chill Bumps”! 


Adapted from Explor n by Linda Hoyt Figure 8-1    This material was contributed by Teresa Therriault                                                                       M-D CPS Curriculum and Instruction: Language Arts/Readin ing Nonfictio


  



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goose
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